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society today. It diverts the public’s attention obscures the fundamental social contradictions and obscures
the essence of its class politics making it difficult for America to go out of its predicament and crisis.

Keywords: identity politics equal treatment identity multiculturalism populism

From Public Opinion Surveys to Public Opinion Calculations:
Digital Capital in Western Political Elections

Mo Li

Abstract: In the field of politics digital capital emerges along with the political elites” need to know
public opinion. From traditional public opinion surveys to big data collection and calculation public
opinion data is gradually commoditized. As a result it triggered a system of unbalanced distribution of
power and promoted the new relations formation. Digital capital is produced by the public’s accumulated
work on the internet and has the characteristics of unbalanced possession continuous production of
surplus value and continuous circulation and value increasing. In western political elections —digital
capital is used for public opinion calculations. Political elites tailor information adjust strategies and
disseminate information to voters based on the result of calculation. Digital capital has not yet realized the
direct conversion with economic capital or political benefits due to the subjectivity consciousness of the
public the inefficiency of public opinion calculations and the complexity of the communication
context. However it has buried the hidden dangers of using and manipulating public opinion in exchange
for personal political benefits. To reduce the damage of digital capital on the quality of democracy we
should based on the connotation of democracy adopt legal systems and norms to make sure that the
process and purpose of digital capital use is in line with democracy’s pursuit of the values of “freedom
and equality” and “sovereignty in the people”. And in this way the use of digital capital can be one of
ways for political elites to know and represent public opinion.

Keywords: political communication digital capital big data democracy

Asymmetric Interdependence: Geopolitical and Geo-economic Relations in
Central and Eastern Europe

Ji Wengang

Abstract: In an international society characterized by interdependence most interdependence is
asymmetric. Asymmetric interdependence is often a source of conflict. Since the Ukraine crisis the CEE
region has become the center of global geopolitics. The main stakeholders in CEE use a variety of different
ways to construct interdependencies to their advantage. Russia uses the former Soviet Republics as its
geopolitical bottom line. The United States penetrates geo-economic influence in CEE and the EU
focuses on interacting with its eastern partner countries. The CEE countries initiate to create sub—regional
organizations in the region. The contest between different forces in CEE has brought the geopolitics of
CEE into an era of multinational competition. Each country is trying to construct interdependent
relationships to its own advantage. The geopolitical contests have incorporated more geo-economic factors
and have spilled over to many countries and regions outside the region.

Keywords: asymmetric interdependence Ukraine crisis Central and Eastern Europe geopolitics  geo—economy



