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Reflections on the Digital Trade Between China and CEE Countries
in the Context of the Belt and Road Initiative

SUN Yuqin WEI Huini

( University of International Business and Economics)

Abstract: The digital revolution has affected the global industrial pattern, and digital trade has become the fo-
cus of China’s “digital Silk Road” construction. Central and Eastern European countries (CEECs) are important re-
gions for the Belt and Road Initiative. Currently, the scale of bilateral digital trade is small, but it shows a steady
growth trend as a whole. Digital trade is in line with the digital development strategy of China and CEECs, and will
play an important role in the “17+1” cooperation mechanism. The emerging competitive advantage of China’s dig-
ital technology, the well-founded digital market in CEECs, and the continued push by the Chinese government will
further stimulate the potential of bilateral digital trade. However, the digital divide in CEECs, the increasing cost of
Chinese digital platforms, the difficulties of bilateral digital trade governance, and political obstacles in Europe and
the United States are crowding out the development space of bilateral trade. While resolving political obstacles, the
Chinese government should formulate differentiated digital trade strategies, strengthen the alignment of China -
CEEC:s digital trade governance policies, increase support for multinational digital enterprises, and promote the de-
velopment of bilateral digital trade.
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