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Divergence in Strategic Preference and Its Negative Impacts on Sino—Japanese Relations
(2000-2021) Fang Chenyu
Abstract : Since 2000, Sino—Japanese relations have entered a highly unstable state charac-
terized by frequent and dramatic changes. Different perceptions of the Northeast Asian geopo-
litical landscape have led China and Japan to form their own geopolitical goals, which in turn
have shaped their preferences in actions, with the overall preferences of China and Japan
being oriented toward the status quo and revisionism respectively. These differences in prefer-
ences lead to a dramatic deterioration of relations, while preferences are governed by strate-
gic circumstances The state will seek to satisfy lower—level goals if it cannot achieve its opti-
mal goals in the short term, making bilateral relations prone to rapid and dramatic turn-
arounds. This particular phenomenon in Sino—Japanese relations reflects the lack of consensus
on deep—seated common interests between the two, making it difficult to establish deeper pol-
icy coordination and political trust. The key to resolving this dilemma lies in the cultivation of
common interests and the strengthening of regional governance awareness. In general, the
short— to medium—term outlook for Sino—Japanese relations is still not optimistic.

Key words: Sino—Japanese relations ; strategic preference ; geopolitical perception

Author: Fang Chenyu, Master candidate, Institute of International Relations, China Foreign

Affairs University.

A Comparative Study of Chinese and EU Engagement with the Western Balkans

Yan Shaohua
Abstract: As Chinese influence in the Western Balkans increases under the “17+1 Coopera-
tion” mechanism, the EU has also stepped up its engagement with the region in recent years ,
leading to heated discussions about the impacts of China’s policy on the EU’s enlargement
process. By comparing the objectives, cooperation methods and contents of the Balkans
policies of China and the EU, the article finds that there might be growing competition
between the two sides but the nature of their competition is not a zero—sum game. In terms of
objective, the EU pursues comprehensive transformation and integration, while China eyes
on limited economic cooperation and connectivity. In terms of cooperation methods, the EU
relies on “imposed cooperation” which features institutionalization and hierarchy, while
China relies on “explicit cooperation” which embodies equality and openness. In terms of
cooperation area, the EU focuses fundamentally on nation building, while China concen-

trates on pragmatic economic cooperation and connectivity. Besides, the EU and China share
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common interest in closing the development gap , enhancing connectivity and promoting
regional integration in Western Balkans. China and the EU needs better coordination rather
than competition in the Western Balkans.

Key words: China; EU; Western Balkans; 17+1

Author: Yan Shaohua, Associate Research Fellow, Institute of International Studies, Fudan

University

China—ASEAN Cooperation in Maritime Search and Rescue in the South China Sea

Lin Li; Gong Xiaohui
Abstract : Although China and ASEAN have made some progress in maritime search and
rescue (SAR) cooperation in the South China Sea, there are still many aspects needing to be
improved. In spite of the legal basis of the SAR cooperation, it has not been normative,
obligatory or extensive enough. The content and forms are diverse, but the all-round and
multi—field cooperation is relatively lacking. Meanwhile, the degree of institutionalization
and the depth of cooperation remain low. Compared to China’ s active participation, ASEAN
countries appear less enthusiastic. The current obstacles include the complex navigation condi-
tions, the overall lack of SAR capabilities, the characteristics of ASEAN s inherent coopera-
tion mechanism, the difference in demand for SAR cooperation, the unsolved “sovereignty”
disputes in the South China Sea and the interference by external powers.
Key words: China; ASEAN; South China Sea; Maritime Search and Rescue (SAR) Coop-
eration
Authors: Lin Li, Associate Professor, Faculty of Asian Languages and Cultures, Guangdong
University of Foreign Studies; Gong Xiaohui, Associate Professor, Faculty of Southeast Asian

Studies, Luoyang Campus, Information Engineering University

Reasons behind Persisting China—Romania Friendly Relationship (1963—-1978 )

Liu Xueqin
Abstract: From the 1960s to 1970s, although China became more isolated in the socialist
camp, China—Romania relations further developed. This paper provides two explanations for
the formation of this special relationship. First, in the early 1960s, despite that China—Soviet
relation and Romania—Soviet relation deteriorated at the same time, China and Romania had

common strategic interests against the chauvinism of the Soviet Union. Therefore, the two
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